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the Council his declaration that he had not been married to Monmouth's
mother, Charles appears to have made public no reason for this harsh
treatment of his favourite son, but it was "variously reported": that he
had incurred displeasure by his own open opposition to James, by his
intimate relations with the Opposition leaders in the City, by an amorous
intrigue with the Duchess of Southampton and, most serious of all,
after his successful campaign in Scotland, by "laying the foundation for
the succession in that kingdom and making himself popular by the
industry of his agents and friends''. There was apparently open conflict
at Court between the partisans of the two Dukes while Monmouth's
fate was in the balance: Henry Savile (Halifax's brother, whose jests were
sometimes too pointed even for Charles) wrote from Paris that he was so
ignorant of what was passing in England that "I knew not from those I
intend to shout with whether I was to cry 'a York* or 'a Monmouth' ".
Monmouth went to The Hague, and James found occasion to remon-
strate with William on the kind reception his nephew was given. The
disgrace of Monmouth was followed on October 15 by the dismissal
of Shaftesbury from the Council.

The second concession which James obtained was permission to
change his place of exile from Brussels to Edinburgh, a change which,
together with other advantages, still further improved his hold on the
succession. Charles allowed him only three weeks in England, and on
September 24 he was on his way back to Brussels to rejoin the Duchess
and to make arrangements for his departure to Scotland. He made the
same time as he had taken on the homeward journey, and he was in
Brussels on the 27th, and he took so short a time over his preparations
there that he was at The Hague with Mary Beatrice five or six days later.
There he found ships to convey his retinue and belongings to Scotland,
and he embarked, after bidding farewell to his daughter and son-in-law
for the last time. His intention was to go to the Downs and wait for
Charles's permission to go to London; but he was driven by stress of
weather to the Norfolk coast, he missed the message Charles had sent to
the Downs, and putting Churchill ashore with a letter to Charles, he
waited for the reply. Poor Mary Beatrice suffered acutely; they eventu-
ally arrived in London on October I4.1

During the fortnight of this stay in England James was on October 21
entertained at a banquet at Merchant Taylors' Hall by the Artillery

1 Miss Foxcroft (Life of Halifax, I, 191) says, without giving references,
A treacherous understanding took shape between the  Heir-Presumptive
and Sunderland, according to which James, while ostensibly on his way to the
North, should halt with his family in London, his stay being insensibly pro-
longed with a view to his permanent settlement."